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Booksaxs 


TWO SUB-LIEUTENANTS Ian Scott 
This book is the exciting sequel to The Two Cadets. 
It relates many thrilling adventures of the war at sea, 


including actions by midget submarines. 
9 line illustrations. 7/6 net 


AUTUMN TERM 

AT ST. GABRIEL’S Penelope Webbe 
The author of this charming story for (and about) 
schoolgirls has herself been a teacher in such an estab- 
lishment as St. Gabriel's. 
With 6 line illustrations. 6/- net 


TRUE DOG STORIES 
Lilian Gask & Eleanor Graham 
This new edition of True Dog Stories contains ten 
new tales, which have the same endearing characteris- 
tics that made the original edition such a success, 19 
full-page line drawings by Scott Langley and frontis- 
piece in colour. Approx. 8/6 net 


WIGGLES THE WIZARD Marjorie R. Watson 
The adventures of a boy who became a wizard 
are told in the five one-act plays in this book. Each 
play is complete in itself, but the whole series can be 
presented as a five-act play if desired. 

With line decorations. 6/- net 


BIRDS OF BUTTERMILK HALL 
Kate Floyd Morton 
This endearing little book is a sequel to Animals of 
Buttermilk Hall, which was so popular among children 
when it appeared earlier in 1948. With colour frontis- 
piece and 18 pencil drawings. 6/- net 


sGEORGE G. HARRAP & CO. L 














PETER 
DAWLISH 


‘The only recent writer who 

seems to me to come into the 

Ransome class. . .’’ 

Catherine King of the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission 


His new Dauntless book 


DAUNTLESS TAKES RECRUITS 
8s. 6d. net 
will be published in the spring 


Of the many sea stories now being written for boys these books 
have perhaps the best claim to attention. The author is an ex- 
perienced skipper with many years’ practical experience of his 
calling, and his narrative style is as vigorous and as vivid as the 
nautical adventures which he describes. He is fortunate in having 
the collaboration of an artist with a special talent for portraying 
ships and the sea, and together they have produced a series of 
books which are delighting sea-minded boys. 


The other titles, all now available, are: 
DAUNTLESS FINDS HER CREW 
DAUNTLESS SAILS AGAIN 
DAUNTLESS AND THE MARY BAINES 


**. these books, in something of the Marryat tradition, designed for boys and 
girls... will win the approval of sailor parents who are so often infuriated by 
having nautical matters parodied in books prepared for children. . .”’ 

The Nautical Magazine 


‘ 


*. . . If your youngsters have the sea in their veins—or if they are just young people 
who have yet to make up their minds—Mr. Dawlish is the writer for them.’’ 
The Seafarer 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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3 ways to get 


CObwbLINS 
MUAG AZIIMS 


FOR BOYS & GIRLS 


From your newsagent 


The magazine can now be ordered 
for delivery with the family news- 
papers and magazines. It costs 2s. 
and is published monthly. 


By subscription 


You can place an order for a year’s 
subscription with any bookseller or 
newsagent and have the magazine 
sent to you by post every month 
for 26s. 


Direct from Collins 

You can send 26s. direct to Collins 
Magazine for Boys and Girls, 14, St. 
James’s Place, London, S.W.1, and 
the magazine will be posted to you 
direct each month. 
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3B new novels from 


CO wbLINS 


FOR BOYS & GIRLS 


Cocos Gold 


An enthralling adventure story by 
Ralph Hammond, a new writer—a 
tale of hidden treasure and of a boy’s 
conflict with men corrupted by the 
lust for gold. 8s. 6d. 


The White Riders 


Monica Edwards’ latest story of horse- 
riding and high adventure, featuring 
Tamzin and her friend Rissa. 8s. 6d: 


and coming shortly 


A new Violet Needham 
“THE BETRAYER” — more ad- 


ventures of the Stormy Petrel in 
another colourful story set in 
romantic and exciting times. 4s. 6d. 


All three books are illusirated 
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Coming in April 
Bush Voyage 


STEPHEN FENNIMORE 
A sequel to Bush Holiday. In this book 


Martin and Penny discover a_ different 
Australia, but one which is as full of new 
and fascinating experiences. 8s 6d 


io » 

High Barbary 
AUBREY FEIST 

High Barbary and its sequel Spread Eagle 

were recently serialised with great success in 

the Children’s Hour. Mr. Feist has now re- 

told the first of these splendid stories in book 

form. Set in the England and Algeria of a 

hundred years ago, High Barbary is packed 

with incident and action. About 7s 6d 


Announcing 


THE LITTLE BROWN 
MOUSE BOOKS 
A New Series by 
ALISON UTTLEY 
Uniform with the famous Grey Rabbit books 
Illustrated in full colour 


3s 6d each 


The first two titles will be ready in August 
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Large Crown 8vo 
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Armstrong Sperry 


A fine new story of adventure in the South Seas by 
the Newbury Medal winner and author of ‘The Boy 
Who Was Afraid’ and ‘Lost Lagoon’, which are to 
be reprinted in the summer. 
With ¢¢ illustrations, many of 
double-page size, by the author. 
Ready late April. 


qs 6d 





John 
Pudney 
his first story 
for children 


SATURDAY 
ADVENTURE 


Illustrations by 
Ley Kenyon 





qs 6d 





Walter R. 
Brooks 


the new sto 
in the ‘Freddy’ series 
FREDDY THE 
DETECTIVE 


Illustrations by 
Geoffrey Higham 
qs 6d 
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Worrals 


and her great friend 
Frecks are the intrepid 
girl heroines of Captain 
Johns’ famous stories. 
The two girls act as 
their own pilot and 
navigator, and fre- 
quently operate as 
Secret Service Agents 
which lead them into 
many thrilling adven- 
tures. 


CAPT. W. E. JOHNS 


The creator of ‘Biggles’ and ‘Worrals’ was trained as a 
surveyor, but at the outbreak of the 1914-18 War he 
joined the Yeomanry. He served with the cavalry in the 
Middle East and Macedonia till 1916 when he transfered 
to the Royal Flying Corps. In 1918 Captain Johns was 
shot down and taken prisoner. ‘Three times he escaped 
only to be recaptured. Finally, on repatriation, he became 
an Air Correspondent. And now his many exciting 
experiences form the basis of superb flying and adventure 
stories. 





W orrals Titles 
WorRALS OF THE W.A.A.F. 
Worrats Carries On 
Worrats Down UNDER 
WorRALS IN THE WASTELANDS 
Worrats Goes AFOooT 


Coming Shortly 


WorrRALs INVESTIGATES 
(With four two-colour illustrations) 


6s. each. 
LUTTERWORTH PRESS 
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HUTCHINSON ’s 


i , ‘ ad > ? 
Books for Young Peoplc 






THE BOYS’ LIFE OF 
COLONEL LAWRENCE 
Lowell Thomas 
An account of the most adventurous 
figure in modern history—this book 
y. > written specially for boys will be read 
—— with much interest. With 15 half tone 

photographs. 6/- net. 


MANY HAPPY RETURNS 
Isobel St. Vincent 


John and Jean, two country children, explore 
all the famous places of London, in this charm- 
ing story. With colour plates and line 
drawings. 6/- net. 
FIVE ROBINSON CRUSOES 
M. Frow 


Another adventure of the D’arcy children. 
Their delightful adventures in a mysterious 
island make exciting reading. With a four 
colour frontispiece and line drawings by C. 
Rutland. 5/- net. 

HAUNTED HANGARS 

George E. Rochester 
An action-packed story about two friends who 
spend a half-term holiday with their father 
at an aerodrome and walk straight into ad- 
venture. 5/- net. 


THE STORYTELLER OF BAGDAD 
by J. Harold Carpenter 
Illustrated by M. E. Hurst 

An enthralling volume of tales with an Arab- 


ian Nights atmosphere. With 9 colour plates 
and 24 line drawings. 6/- net. 

















A NEW JOHN & MARY BOOK 


JOHN AND MARY’S AUNT Grace James 


Ever since the first John and Mary book appeared 
Grace James has had enquiries from readers aboul 
the ever-resourceful aunt, Push. “Is she a real 
person ?” “ Did she write the books ?” Do John and 
Mary and Push and their friends really exist ?” 
In John and Mary’s Aunt Grace James answers 
these questions and tells the story of her own 
childhood in Japan. 
Like the previous books it is charmingly written 
with acute observation and insight into what 
interests young readers. This autobiography 
delightfully rounds off the dozen John and Mary 
books, now all available again. 

Ready in June 


Crown 8vo. Tilustrated. 8s. 6d. 


For young children 
KERSTI & ST. NICHOLAS Hilda van Stockum 
The Queen has said about this story of Dutch family 
life, “ A quite enchanting story about a little Dutch 
girl which deserves a place in every child’s library. 
Highly recommended.” 
Demy 4to. Illustrated in colour Cloth bound 10s. 6d. 


From Eight to Twelve 


MYSTERY AT BARBER’S REACH Irene Byers 
A family thriller set on the West Country coast. 
Crown 8vo. Illustrated. 7s. 6d. 


For older children 
THE YOUNG LIBERATORS Nora Lloyd 


This novel, for an age-group often neglected by 
fiction writers, is an exciting and true-to-life tale 
of an Anglo-French family’s adventures with the 
Maquis of the Savoy Alps. 

Crown 8vo. Illustrated. 7s. 6d. 


FREDERICK MULLER 
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A Select List Of 


RILL BERENGER 


INS COMMAND 


BOYS (Age 9-15) 


SABARINDA ISLAND 
Percy F. Westerman 
6s. 6d. net. 
BILL BERENGER WINS 
COMMAND 
Douglas V. Duff 
THE MAKING OF JERRY 
DICKSON 
Harold L. Apps 


6s. 6d. 


5s. net. 


BLACKIE’S 


NEW BOOKS 


PUBLICATION 6th 


APRIL. 


GIRLS (Age 9-15) 


NANCY A CANADIAN 
SCHOOLGIRL 


Phillis Garrard 6s. 6d. 
FIVE SISTERS AT 
SEDGEWICK 
Nancy Breary 6s. 6d. 


THE THREE ELIZABETHS 
J. M. Page 5s. 6d. net. 


OVER THE SEA TO SCHOOL 


M. E. Allen 5s. 6d. net. 


FILM STAR GILLY 


M. D. Ullman Ds. net. 


THE GIRLS OF QUEEN’S 
MERE 


Doreen Wyld ds. net. 





Please 


send for our 


BOOKS FOR SCHOOL 


LIBRARIES Catalogue which contains particulars of 


all our 


new JUVENILE FICTION BOOKS 


which are to be published during 1950.. 





66, CHANDOS PLACE, LONDON, W.C.2 





sack BLACKIE & SON LIMITED *.222 
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Suid Bly Gn 
RUBBALONG TALES 


A charming tale for very young readers 
about Rubbalong, the cobbler, and his 
Ma, and their strange adventures in Tip .- ‘ 
Top Village. Illustrated by Norman so 
Meredith. =: ° 


“ ADVENTURE” SERIES 


The Ship of Adventure, the sixth book of this wonderful 
series will be ready shortly. The five earlier books are 
being reprinted—The Mountain of Adventure is now 
ready and The Island, The Castle, The Valley, and 
The Sea of Adventure will be ready soon. Illustrated 
by Stuart Tresilian. 8s. 6d. each 


kkk 


Eilis Dillon 
MIDSUMMER MAGIC 


The story of Brian, a little Irish boy, and his 
animal friends and the many adventures they 
encounter in their search for a secret treasure 
will delight all children from six to ten years of 
age. Illustrated by Stuart Tresilian. 6s. 


C. J. Neville 
SALIFU THE DETECTIVE 


The exciting story of an African boy and his 
thrilling encounters with smugglers, coiners and 
tribesmen in the Gold Coast. Young readers 
are sure to enjoy a tale so full of life and 
incident, and with such a novel setting. 
Illustrated. 6s. 


MACMILLAN & CO., LTD. 
St. Martin’s Street, London, W.C.2 
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Coming 
in April! 


Something new for children — 


PEEPSHOW 
BOOKS 


An illustrated story, miniature .:eatre, toy 
and nursery ornament in one! The cover 
bends back to give a vivid three-dimensional 
unfolding of the tales of 


CINDERELLA in 6 scenes — 7s. 6d. — 63” x 5$” 
Illustrated by Roland Pym 
and 
GOLDILOCKS in 4 scenes — 5s. — 53” x 43” 
Illustrated by Patricia Turner 


H. Ae REY’S 
FOLDING FLAP BOOKS 


Colourful, stoutly bound books for younger 
children. A flap on each page is lifted to 
reveal the most wonderful things — baby 
animals and feeding time at the Zoo. Simple 
and ingenious, these books provide endless 
entertainment. 


WHERE’S MY BABY — 33s. 
and 


FEED THE ANIMALS — 33s. 


CHATTO AND WINDUS 

















WARD LOCK & CO. LIMITED, 6, CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, 





Interested 
in Ships? 
* * 
THE WONDER BOOK 
OF SHIPS 


A new and completely 
revised edition. 


12/6 





A grand book about great liners and other vessels of the Merchant 

Navy. Interesting details are told in story and picture. This popular 

volume contains eight colour plates which include the “Queen Mary,” 

“The International Code Flags and Pennants,” “ The Royal Sovereign 

Lightship,” and a “Canadian Ice Breaker.” In addition there are 
nearly 300 illustrations. 


* * 


SHIPS OF 
THE WORLD 
by 
Clifton Ackroyd 


6/- 





Another fascinating book about ships. This one describes very clearly 

the construction and duties of the different types of ships that sail 

the Seven Seas, from modern liners such as the “ Queen Elizabeth” 

to the centuries-old Chinese Junk. It includes, too, thirty-six coloured 
pictures and many diagrams. 
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WARNE 





A Selection of Recent Titles from 


THE CROWN LIBRARY 


Boys THE PIRATES OF PAPUA 
J. M. Downte 
Dick Hale’s yacht capsized and he was picked up by the 
notorious “Red” Kelly. This story tells of his adventures 
umong the natives of Papua, and brings back one of your 
favourite characters—Air Commodore Gaunt. 
THE HEAVENS DECLARE 
I. O. Evans 
Story of the life of Galileo, the sixteenth-century scientist- 
atsronomer. All the known facts of his student days, his 
experiments, his discoveries and his beliefs. 


Girls KIDNAPPED IN THE DESERT 
ELIZABETH ROGERS 

Hazel Maxwell's millionaire father is kidnapped and 
taken to a hideout in the Egyption desert. She determines 
to rescue him, and after many ordeals they are reunited 
and return to civilization, 

SUSAN. OF RED ROCK FJORD 
L. S. ELiotr 

An unusual story of adventure and romance set in an 
enchanting raft-village. Vivid descriptions of the glorious 
scenery of British Columbia. 


BOOK OF ROBIN HOOD 
A. L. Haypon 
Thrilling deeds and daring adventures of the famous 
outlaw, cuiled from old ballads, chap-books and other 
sources. 
LEGENDS OF KING ARTHUR 
Sir JAMES KNOWLES, K.C.V.O. 
A complete and authoritative collection of these well- 
known and well-loved stories. 
All these books are bound in cloth, with coloured frontis- 
piece and jacket. Price 6/- net each 


Write for detailed list of Reward Titles 


FREDERICK WARNE & CO. LTD. 
1, BEDFORD COURT - LONDON - W.C2 












































BOOKS FOR JUNIORS 


from 


ASKEWS OF PRESTON 





The firm whose reputation stands second-to-none 
as suppliers of library books for young people of all ages. 

Large and varied selection. Immense stocks, spacious 
showrooms, Inspection cordially invited. 


JAMES ASKEW & SON, LTD. 


CORPORATION STREET - . PRESTON 
Tel. 5049 












































New, exciting stories by 2 favourite authors 


DRAGON PROWS WESTWARD 
WILLIAM H. BUNCE 


Another fascinating tale of ancient peoples by the author of 
Osana the Warrior. The adventures of Eric, youngest of the 
Vikings who discovered America, are told with many authentic 
details of Viking and Indian life, but always in terms of swift 
action and thrills. Illustrated 6]- 


EVERYDAY ISLAND 
M. E. ALLAN 


The author of Trouble at Melville Manor etc., now tells of an 
exciting time on a lovely Hebridean island — boat-wrecking, 
mysterious visitors and a family feud all have a part in a tale 
which has a thrilling climax in a storm. Coloured frontispiece. 6]- 





















MUSEUM PRESS 








































Vols. 5 and 6 just published 
The New 1949-50 


Everyman's Encyclopaedia 


8,500,000 words. 2,500 illustrations 
12 vols. (cach 760 pages) 12/- per vol. 


First 6 vols. now obtainable at all bookshops 


THE TIMES EDUCATIONAL SUPP.: ‘From the point of view of 
the average reader, the trouble about most encyclopaedias is that they 
are either very large and costly and take up space out of all proportion 
to the rest of his modest library, or else they are so compressed that 
even in tabloid form the information they give is often too slight to be 
of use. In their Everyman’s Encyclopaedia Messrs. Dent contrived to 
avoid both these extremes, and its volumes supply in miniature nearly 
everything that is provided in more ambitious reference works.’ 


Full prospectus available 


J. M. DENT AND SONS LTD. BEDFORD ST. LONDON W.C.2 





de 


OVER THE TREE TOPS 
Rose Fyleman 
“This is a delightful collection of nursery ryhmes from 
many countries.....The selections and translations are well 
adapted for English children and the illustrations are apt 
and amusing.” The Junior Bookshelf 
‘Will be taken to heart at first acquaintance and remain 
there. This is an exceptionally pleasing production from 
all points of view, and cannot be too highly recommended ” 
Illustrated 5s. net, Scottish Educational Journal 
BED - TIME FUN 
For Boys and Girls 
Ruth Zechlin 

“A god-send to those mothers and nurses who are trying 
to find ways and means of entertaining convalescent boys 
and girls.” The British Weekly 
“A useful idea.....one that will help to make many hours 
pass quickly and happily.” 
Many Illustrations 3s. 6d. net. 

The Times Literary Supplement 


BASIL BLACKWELL 





























EDMUND WARD 


16 NEW STREET - LEICESTER 


FORTHCOMING BOOKS 


Troublesome 
Engines 
by REV. W. AWDRY 


Another of those delightful little books 
in the Railway Series by the Rev. W. 
Awdry. Containing 30 plates in full 
colour by C. Reginald Dalby. 

4} x58 in., full cloth, 64 pages, 30 full- 
page colour-plates 4l- net 


Wild Flowers 
by MOIRA SAVONIUS 


A further addition (no. 7) to the popular 
“Truth in a Tale’’ series, dealing with 
our more popular British wild flowers. 
An excellent introduction to the British 
countryside. 

54 x4in., full cloth, 64 pages, 10 full- 
colour plates +line drawings 3/6 net 











Ant and Bee 


Something quite new and original in the 
way of an illustrated story, with simple 
words, in which each part of the story is 
composed around a letter of the alphabet. 
Each letter of the alphabet has two full- 
page illustrations in colour. The text- 
matter is printed in two colours so that 
the parent or teacher reads all the more 
difficult words in the one colour and the 
story does not continue until the child 
has read the simple words in the other 
colour. A progressive ABC, ideal for 
encouraging a young child to read. 


3§ x4} in., board covers, 112 pages, 
52 full-page illustrations in colour 3[- net 


Railway Series 
Painting Books 


Two excellently produced painting 
books of scenes from the Rev. W. 
Awdry’s Tank Engine Thomas Again and 
James the Red Engine. 


Each Crown 4to, 16 pages in full colour 
2/- net 


























REAL LIFE STORIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 















The Yellow Robe: The Story of Sadhu Sundar Singh 


spy Cyrit J. Davey 


One of the most thrilling stories of modern times—the 
adventurous life of the Indian Christian who braved, again 
and again, the perils of the snows, wild beasts and fanatic- 


al priests to carry the Gospel to Tibet. 


Dr. Aggrey : 


5s. net 


Ambassador for Africa 
BY WiLtiamM M. MAcARTNEY 


The life story of one of the greatest of Africans, who 


worked for the harmony of black and white. 


Mr. Buchan, Writer 


5s. net 


By ArTHuR C. TuRNER 


Not many achieve equal fame in the realms of action 
and of literature, as did John Buchan. Much of his story 


reads like one of his own romances. 


5s. net 


These are the latest volumes in the TorcH 


BIOGRAPHIES 


series. 


Full list on request 
SCM PRESS - 56 Bloomsbury Street - London W.C.| 
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WOODFIELD AND STANLEY 


WE STILL DO NOT CLAIM THAT OUR SERVICE 
IS PERFECT, that we can supply you 
with any book you ask for, but we are 
happy to report that the supply position 
so far as children’s books is concerned is 
improving rapidly. Our stocks are very 
large. At the same time they are selective 
and we do not want to clutter up our 
shelves with books which we are half 
ashamed to offer you. Quality remains 
our aim and we have good reason to believe 
that librarians approve of our policy. 
Watch out for our stock lists, sent out 
regularly. 


KIRKBURTON - HUDDERSFIELD 
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Illustration by Edward Ardizzone from Mimff (Oxford) 


Edward Ardizzone; 
An Autobiographical Note 


WAS born in the year 1900 of a French father 
and a Scottish mother in the town of Haiphong 
situated in Tonkin, a province of Indo-China. 
When five years old I was brought to England and 
England has been my permanent home ever since. 


I was the eldest of a family of three boys and two 
girls and our upbringing and schooling followed the 
traditional pattern of the middle classes, viz. a series 
of governesses, then the private and the public school. 


My birthday falling towards the end of the year, 
being 18 in the year 1918, I was fortunate, though I 
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remember being bitterly disappointed at the time, to 
escape military service in the Great War, and early 
in 1919 I started my rather chequered career in the 
city of London. 

I had various jobs in quick succession, till finally in 
the early twenties I joined the Eastern Telegraph 
Co. and was to remain with them for six years. 

My position was that of Statistical Clerk and it had 
two advantages which, like my escape from military 
service, | was not aware of at the time. ‘These advan- 
tages were first that it was a job ineffably boring and 
secondly that there was very little work to do, with the 
result that I was able to spend hours doodling and I had 
plenty of surplus energy left over after the day’s work 
to attend evening classes in drawing at least three times 
and sometimes four times a week. 


I was fortunate too to find as a master that fine artist 
and great teacher, Mr. Bernard Meninsky, doubly 
fortunate, as these evening classes were the only form of 
Art Education that I was to have. 


In 1926 my father gave me the sum of £500 and on 
the strength of this, and I am afraid to my father’s 
displeasure, I left the Telegraph Co. and decided to 
become a professional artist, a thing I should have 
hesitated to do if my job had been more congenial, and 
if I had known the difficulties that lay ahead. 


My next three years were thin ones indeed, but in 
1929, though I made little money, I at least achieved 
some sort of recognition, and it was in this year that 
I held my first small exhibition of water-colours, and 
illustrated my first book, and though I did not sell a 
picture both the show and the book were well received 
and obtained the right sort of notices in the right sort 
of papers. 


e 












eo Fr YS KE 























THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF PAGE 41 





It was in 1929 also that I was married. 


The years that followed were, I suppose, of much the 
same pattern as that of any young married painter. 
The children arrived, and to begin with there was very 
little money. Show followed show, with a few but 
increasing number of pictures sold. There was the 
occasional job and the odd book to illustrate. 


In 1935 and 1936 respectively were published my 
first two children’s books. They were Tim and the 
Brave Sea Captain and Lucy Brown and Mr. Grimes. 


These were followed fairly soon by Tim and Lucy Go 
To Sea. 


Now when I wrote these books I had no theories as 
to the right form that children’s books should take. I 
have plenty now admittedly, but then, one usually 
theorises after the event. However, to repeat myself, 
at the time I had none. The books were written and 
illustrated with one object only, that of amusing my two 
eldest children, and it was only when these books were 
done that I had any thought of publishing them, and 
nobody could have been more surprised than I was at 
their success. The stories used for these books were the 
favourite ones of many that I used to tell and they did 
not achieve their written form in a day, but grew and 
were modified by constant re-telling. In a sense they 
were composite works, being as much the result of the 
children’s promptings as of my own imagination. 


It is this method of letting a story grow by telling 
and re-telling, before committing it to paper, that I 
have also used for my later children’s books, the only 
difficulty being the supply of children of the right age 
to tell them to. Alas, they will grow up. However 
I have been lucky as my youngest child was not born 
till 1939. Now even he is getting too old. 
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However, to go back to the late thirties. These years 
were only eventful for me on account of an increasing 
amount of work and more sales of pictures, with the 
Tate Gallery and provincial Galleries among the pur- 
chasers. Also for the fact that it was during this period 
that I joined the Territorial Army. 


Now I joined the Territorials because I was at the 
time convinced, and rightly so, that there would be a 
war. However, I had another reason for joining and 
that was a mistaken one. It was that there would be no 
work for artists in wartime. 


I was called up in August before the outbreak of war 
and for the next seven months held in succession the 
various ranks of Gunner, Bombardier, Sergeant and 
Lieutenant, and had experience that may not always 
have been pleasant, but which was of the greatest 
use to me later, for on the 31st March, 1940 I was given 
the job of Official War Artist and was sent to France. 


Now it was the inside knowledge of Army life 
gained from serving in the ranks which helped me 
enormously. I knew something about the Army before 
I had to draw it and therefore my task was the easier. 


I spent the war years, on the whole, happily, follow- 
ing the fortunes of the Army in France, Egypt and 
North Africa, Sicily, Italy, France again and then 
Germany, always being conscious of my incredible 
good fortune in being able, unlike so many others, to 
follow my own profession. 


Once the war in Europe was over and | out of the 
Army, I found myself inundated with work and enjoy- 
ing once again the task of book illustration. 


My first job was to illustrate Walter de la Mare’s 
Peacock Pie, a job which could not be more delightful 
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to one like myself, who after the best part of four years 
abroad was still suffering from an acute nostalgia for 
England. This was followed by perhaps my major 
work to date. It was the making of 125 drawings for 
the Faber edition of Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, a 
book that I have loved since a schoolboy and one that I 
have always wanted to illustrate. For months I lived 
in it and even dreamt of it. 


Again I feel that like the children’s books it was in 
a way composite work, Bunyan’s sense of imagery and 
vivid prose almost making the illustrations for me. 

However, to go back to my own, children’s books. It 
was about this time that I invented and illustrated 
Nicholas and the Fast-Moving Diesel for my youngest 
son. In it the cottage and the countryside depicted are 
real, being taken from the small house in Wales and 
the surrounding landscape where we lived at the time. 
Even the dog is a portrait of our own son’s small Hunt 
terrier. 


Paul, the Hero of the Fire, written for my small 
nephew, came out within a year of this, while now 
there is on the market my latest book, though I hope 
not my last, called Tim to the Rescue. 


The fact that three of my books have the sea and 
ships as a background has been commented upon, but in 
truth this is not very surprising. First I have a love of 
the sea which may to some extent be inherited, as both 
my paternal and maternal great grandfathers were sca- 
men. The former owned and sailed a steamship trad- 
ing between the Mediterranean ports, while the latter 
was captain of one of the great sailing ships engaged 
in the China trade, my grandmother being born at sea 
off the Cape. 
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As to my knowledge of ships, I began to acquire 
this early, on my long voyage home from China at the 
age of five, and then added to it as a boy in Ipswich 
where I used to spend days in the docks playing about 
in the small coasting steamers and barges that moored 
there and making friends with the sailors. 


Since then a short visit to America and my journeys 
on troopships during the war have added still more to 
my knowledge, but have also confirmed me in my pre- 
ference for the small ship,—the coast vessel, the tramp 
steamer and the barge—rather than the liner. 


Now having mentioned before that I have ideas 
about children’s books, I feel that it is only fair that I 
should describe them. 


Firstly let me say that my main difficulty in writing 
and illustrating for children, is not to please the child- 
ren, but to please the parents. To please the children 
is easy; one has only to give them the bare bones of a 
story and then go on re-telling it. In the course of time 
the children will elaborate it for you, adding those 
details, taken from their own imagination and experi- 
ences, which give it life. 


Alas, here is the difficulty. ‘These details, a blend 
of ruthlessness and sentimentality so peculiar to little 
children, have to be pruned for the parents’ consump- 
tion. To give an example. A story of mine, and a 
favourite one with my children, contained a death-bed 
scene. They loved it, but it had to go. The publishers 
objected, saying that no parent would like it. 


Now children are by nature very imitative and they 
will usually take and like what their parents admire 
but for a book to become a Classic it must contain more 
than just adult whimsey, however prettily done. It 
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must contain something of that gangster world which 
is the child’s. Also, and this to my mind is the most 
important, it should contain a moral. 


After all, morals are of the very stuff of the nursery. 
Punishment for wrong-doing and rewards for goodness 
are everyday things for the child and are really under- 
stood by him. His delight is unbounded when the 
villain gets his deserts and the good boy his reward. 


To sum-up, I think the following ingredients go a 
long way towards making a book for little children a 
Classic. Firstly plenty of excitement and a touch of 
ruthlessness; secondly a little sentiment and thirdly, a 
good and simple moral. Children are like adults in 
that they enjoy having their feelings harrowed by the 
misfortunes of a fictitious character; and they have a 
strong sense of justice which the author must satisfy if 
his work is to be appreciated. 
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Children’s Books in Germany in 1949 


By J. LANGFELDT. 


URING 1949 the production of books in 
Germany reached almost pre-war level. 
Among children’s literature are to be 
found many translations, especially of Eng- 
lish and American books. Many Classics 
which have been out of print for years reappeared, 
along with others which, for some unknown reason, 
have never previously reached a German public. Little 
Women is now available in three editions, Alice in 
Wonderland in eight, Masterman Ready in three and 
other well-known English Classics in one or more edi- 
tions. It is noteworthy, however, that Alice in Won- 
derland, though translated into German many years 
ago, is almost unknown to German children. We hopc 
that with so many editions now available this will no 
longer be the case. 


But there are also newer books which have been 
translated since the war. Among them are Richard 
Strachey’s Little Reuben’s Island, Mary Norton’s 
Magic Bedknob, Mary Malony’s Secret of the Pink 
Elephants, Elizabeth Ramel’s Timothy, D. A. Lovell’s 
Secret of the Bronze Frog, L. 1. Wilder’s These Happy 
Golden Years,; Long Winter; Little Town on the 
Prairie, and S. W. Meander’s Red Horse Hill. 


Besides these translations there are also some from 
other languages to which I should like to call special 
attention as I believe their authors to be unknown to 
English children and among their works are some of 
the best children’s books I have ever read. Outstand- 
ing among these authors are Halvor Floden, who has 
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written several stories for boys and girls of 11 upwards 
and Gabriel Scott who writes for the same age group. 
These two authors are Norwegians and Scott’s Kari 
(its German title) I regard as the finest book for girls 
I have ever read. A new Dutch author, Cor-Bruijn, has 
written an excellent boys’ book—in German Klaas in 
der alten Miihle—which should not be overlooked. 


Among German writers of new books may be men- 
tioned Lisa Tetzner, an author of good repute, whose 
work has been translated into many foreign languages. 
She became known in Germany after the first world 
war, when she wandered through the country, narrating 
old folk tales to children in schools. She followed this 
up by editing a collection of folk tales, drawn from the 
giant compilation, Marchen der Welt Literatur—ed, 
by Fr. v. d. Leyan and later published by the well 
known firm of Eugen Diederichs under the title Tales 
fora Year anda Day. Lisa Tetzner’s original work of 
this period was however of no particular quality. She 
was a determined anti-Nazi and in 1933 went to Switz- 
erland where during the years of Hitler’s ascendancy 
in Germany she wrote a series of books which entitle 
her to a high position among children’s authors. These 
books are known in many European countries, though 
perhaps not in Great Britain, under the title The 
Children of House Number 67, and up to date, four 
volumes have appeared in this series. Lisa Tetzner has 
also written some shorter stories which are very good. 
Was am See geschah—W hat Happened at the Lake— 
is a half realistic, half fantastic, story of two boys who 
are mistaken for one another, a theme which is not 
uncommon in children’s books, as for instance in Mark 
Twain’s Prince and the Pauper. The story is told 
with great charm and in an arresting manner. Die 
Reise nach Ostende—The Voyage to Ostend—is about 
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a little Italian girl who accompanies her father who 
is working in a quarry in Ostend and there she learns 
to appreciate her mother country and to abandon some 
of her fantastic ideas. 


Lisa Gast’s Geliebtes Heim am Berg—Beloved 
Home on the Hill—is another good book for girls. 
After the death of her husband, a mother sends her 
child to a ‘home’ because she is obliged to work for 
her living. She learns however that the love and un- 
derstanding between parent and child may quickly 
disappear if the mother shirks her maternal duties. The 
story of course ends happily. The book is particularly 
noteworthy for the frank and natural relations and 
interchanges between children and adults. It is intend- 
ed for the 11 to 14 age groups. * 


Ein Sommer mit Petra—A summer with Petra—by 
Lene Wenk is for older girls. Petra, who is ill, is 
invited to Athens where she lives with the family of a 
German doctor. Interwoven with pleasant descrip- 
tions of the beauties of Greece we follow the develop- 
ment of Petra’s character which is strongly influenced 
by the death of a young friend. Even the adult heart 
is touched by the deep and understanding friendship 
between the doctor and his young protegée. 


Der Neue Tag—The New Day—by Sofie Schicker- 
Ebe is the story of a young girl who, having lost her 
parents through the war tries to find work and friend- 
ship and to make her uncertain way in post-war Ger- 
many. She meets a young man who has just returned 
from Russia and he helps her to overcome her difficult- 
ies and to create a philosophy of life for herself. ‘The 
story gives a moving picture of the upheaval and chaos 
in living conditions which are to be found in so many 
German towns today and it poses, perhaps more by 
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implication than in so many words, some of the prob- 
lems which face the youth of the country. 


For boys I can recommend Die Blitz—Lightning— 
by F. Peltzer. This is the name of an old engine, which 
is brought out from its resting place to the light of day. 
It is then re-furbished and fitted for a race with the 
most modern express locomotive. A form of twelve- 
year old boys from a near-by school takes great interest 
in the preparations for the race and learns much about 
railways, fair dealing and sportsmanship. The book is 
written in a lively and interesting manner. Klaus 
Bruno, in Die Schwarze Fahne—The Black Flag— 
tells the story of a boys’ club whose members set out to 
help one of their fellows to reinstate his family and 
secure them a fresh start in life after a period of great 
distress. Sympathetic understanding and warm heart- 
edness towards one’s fellow creatures pervade this book 
and make it very suitable for boys of 12 and over. 


The hero of Manne und die Wilden Tiere—Manne 
and the Wild Beasts—by Christa Ruher, is the son of 
a dealer in wild animals. He is a little boy of great 
sincerity and depth of feeling and the adventures of 
circus life are well depicted. Boys from 9 to 12 enjoy 
this story. In Der Schénste Sommer—The Finest 
Summer—Eva Schauwecker writes of the last summer 
of Eberhard, her young hero. He becomes acquainted 
with a young scholar and loses his life in trying to 
rescue this friend’s work. It is a rather serious story 
with special significance for adolescents. 





It is to be hoped that future years will see the publica- 
tion of many more worth while books for children and 
young people, and more translations of the best which 
foreign authors produce. 
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Another Don in Wonderland 
By M. S. CROUCH. 


ROFESSOR J. R. R. Tolkien is no joke, as 

anyone who has grappled with Beowulf, not to 

mention Gawaine and the Green Knight, must 

know. After a career of very great distinction 

this 57-year-old scholar is now Merton Profes- 
sor of English Language and Literature in the Uni- 
versity of Oxford. His published works are consider- 
able both in number and in weight of scholarship ; for 
the most part they suggest a bias towards the earliest 
period of our literature and to the unwritten lore which 
preceded the written word. A significant pointer 
towards his private interests is the essay on “Fairy 
Stories” which is included in the presentation volume 
to Charles Williams. 


Any consideration of Professor Tolkien’s work in 
the pages of The Junior Bookshelf would have been 
gross impertinence, but for the kind of accident which 
sent a Don of an earlier generation sculling down 
stream to Wonderland. A young family had to be 
entertained, and to do this Professor Tolkien dipped 
into an imagination deepened and enriched by a life- 
time of study in the literature and legend of the Dark 
Ages. The result was The Hobbit, which was pub- 
lished in 1937. The passage of a dozen years, and the 
recent publication of a new, and slighter, work of 
imagination, will perhaps justify some reconsideration 
of this most remarkable book. 


The Hobbit had a mixed reception, as do most books 
of marked originality. It has been, I believe, no more 
than a moderate success in the bookshops, and librarians 
who have had the courage to buy it in suitable quantities 











me ah ai vane > 


paid ea 








the 


oks 
ore 
ans 
ties 


Sooo 


omnes hea eal piinionaaeten ails 


aati we 


Dacia aaa cates aah ONT tN 


- ox 


es 











THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF PAGE 51 





cannot claim that it rivals the popularity of current 
mass-produced goods. It seems to me, however, to 
possess in a high degree some of the qualities which 
make for endurance. I know of no children’s book 
published in the last twenty-five years of which I could 
more confidently predict that it will be read in the 
twenty-first century. 


First, The Hobbit is a great story. ‘There are plenty 
of books which are strings of exciting incidents. In 
few do all the episodes add up to one tremendous total. 
The Hobbit is a very long story, but only the most 
blundering of editorial blue-pencils could make it 
shorter. ‘There are no digressions. ‘The suspense is 
handled in masterly fashion. With what architectural 
skill is each episode fitted into place, interesting in 
detail and still contributing to, and not detracting from, 
the general effect. Professor Tolkien has followed the 
model of Homer and the author of Beowolf and built 
outwards from the middle. His book is in effect a 
Northern epic. Like the best of such stories, and like 
so many of the finest children’s books, it is the narrative 
of a quest. The dwarves set out in quest of gold, 
revenge, justice, and death, all of which objectives they 
attain. It is the core of the book’s genius that their 
nobility and greed, selfishness and courage are set 
against the matter-of-fact commonplace of the Hobbit, 
Mr. Bilbo Baggins, surely one of the most endearing 
of the creations of modern fiction. Mr. Baggins is a 
lover of home and comfort who is taken out into the 
hard and comfortless world; he is a man of peace who 
goes from one battle and peril to another; he is the 
common man who beats the politicians and strategists 
at their own game. There is no hero like the hero 
Malgré lui, and that is the secret of the Hobbit’s charm. 
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Who can say when memory ends and invention 
begins ? This book is the product of an imaginative 
conception of life in the far distant past. It may have 
been written for fun and to amuse children; the writer 
may not believe in his own invention but the book 
nevertheless carries conviction. For the period of 
reading, the world in which these dwarves plot and 
fight to regain and retain their gold is a living world. 
The reason for this mastery of conviction is, I imagine, 
that the book is the work of a man whose natural 
powers of invention have been reinforced by vast stores 
of learning. Professor Tolkien knows what men have 
thought and written about the forces of nature from 
the earliest times; for him the words “elf,” “dwarf,” 
“goblin,” are not vague synonyms for indistinct airy- 
fairy creatures; they are precise terms connoting beings 
of clearly defined characteristics. So throughout the 
book, there is no loose thinking or writing. The result 
is a picture of a world immeasurably remote but seen 
clearly and in detail. There are numerous examples 
of this conviction, none, I think, more moving than that 
interview between the hobbit and a wet, cold, colour- 
less, primeval being at the root of the mountain and the 
ancient and magical riddle-game which they play there. 
Is this writing for children ? The psychologist may 
not agree; I feel that it is the kind of magical story 
which has been told to children since the beginning of 
the world. 


Warmth and nobility and lofty imagination are 
not common qualities of modern writers of fantasy, 
most of whom prefer to chase the frail moth of whimsy. 
These qualities, however, produce in The Hobbit a 
story which is profoundly imaginative and yet firmly 
based on truth. It is a convincing answer to those who 
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find fantasy “escapist.” Here is no escape from, but 
an interpretation of, reality. 


It will, I hope, be clear that I think this a very fine 
book indeed. It is likely to be an isolated phenomenon. 
The professional writer’s job is to produce a regular 
supply of books and to maintain a high standard 
throughout. Every new book by Miss Streatfeild or 
Miss Lynch is a milestone which records the distance 
covered and reminds one of the journey still to be made. 
Professor Tolkien is, in this field, an inspired amateur, 
and I cannot but hope that he will not be cajoled 
against his judgment into the publication of a series of 
books for children. He may perhaps be influenced by 
the example of that other Don who added so little to 
his reputation by the publication of Sylvie and Bruno. 
On the strength of one book, his position is secure. I 
for one am abundantly satisfied. 





FOUR TO FOURTEEN, compiled by Kathleen Lines for the 
National Book League (Cambridge Press 7/6) is important because 
it is a further step towards the perfect catalogue of children’s books. 
It is a tantalising production however, tantalising because of the very 
considerable number of books included that are not, and have not 
been for many years, obtainable. Also it shows some serious omis- 
sions of excellent books recently reprinted while including quite a 
number that are not yet published and will not be available for at 
least six months. If, as we sincerely hope, this list is widely used by 
public libraries and schools as a buying guide a great deal of publish- 
ers’ and booksellers’ time will be wasted in fruitless ordering and 
reporting. 

Miss Lines disarms criticism in her preface by telling us that 
this list is merely her own personal choice but knowing her high 
standard in this field we are surprised at the inclusion of some titles 
when the best she can say of them would appear to be that he “is a 
popular and prolific author” or that “her popularity is immense.” 
We begin to wonder what standards Miss Lines has set herself on this 


(continued on page 57) 
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The International Youth Library 


OME time ago we mentioned in these pages the 
formation of an International Youth Library in 
Munich. Our note then was brief because our 
information was scanty and at third-hand and we 
were unable to make any closer contacts. 


A little before Christmas we were invited, among a 
few other potentially interested people, to meet Mrs. 
Lepman who is responsible for the organisation of this 
interesting new project. Mrs. Lepman gave us a 
resumé of her work to date and wished to enlist our 
sympathy and help. 


We had no hesitation in giving that sympathy since 
we profoundly believe that nothing but good can come 
of any attempt to promote international understanding 
among children and such understanding can be encour- 
aged at a very early age through the medium of books 
and pictures. After Mrs. Lepman returned to Ger- 
many she sent us some particulars of the aims and 
activities of the International Youth Library and we 
have summarised these for the benefit of those of our 
readers who have not yet heard of the Library. 

The aims of the organisation are set out as follows : 

“The purpose of the 1. Y.L. is to promote internation- 
al understanding and education by the free exchange of 
the cultural heritage of the world among children and 
young people. . It is to become a centre for children, 
students, youth workers, educators and publishers 
throughout the world. In addition to regular library 
activities, i.e. the collection of books, periodicals and 
other appropriate material, the I.Y.L. is to engage in 
such activities as will best promote its purpose, making 
it a centre for the life of the mind rather than for ab- 
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stract research. Among subsidiary subjects are a 
collection of children’s paintings, films, records, the 
promotion of dramatics, Round Table conferences and 
other forums, including the exchange of children’s 
books and letters between the different countries.” 


The first important step was the organising of an 
International Youth Book Exhibition under the aus- 
pices of the Military Government in Germany. Books 
from twenty-two countries were represented and the 
exhibition was shown in all the big cities of the British, 
American and French zones. It was visited by more 
than a million people. It included also an internation- 
al display of children’s drawings and paintings. 


Round Table conferences were held with visiting 
experts and negotiations for copyrights were started 
between German and foreign publishers. Among 
American visitors were experts from the Rockefeller 
Foundation who showed special interest in the creation 
of such an institution in Germany. Mrs. Lepman was 
invited to visit America to win friends for the Inter- 
national Youth Library and as a result of this visit a 
collection of children’s books, paintings, records, films 
and other basic material was formed. Many libraries, 
publishers, institutes and individuals became interested 
in the Library. 


The Rockefeller Foundation has given a two year's 
grant starting from April 1949. The budget provides 
for a foreign adviser to the Library and a fund for the 
purchase of books. ‘The American Library Association 
sponsored the Libary and sent as visiting expert Miss 
Margaret Scoggin, a well-known children’s librarian. 
The Bavarian State Department provided a building, 
a Society of Friends of the International Youth Library 
was founded and the Military Government pledged 
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themselves to lend their full support. The Society is 
the responsible corporation of the I.Y.L. and leading 
personalities of German cultural life are on the board 
and are contributing valuable experience and co-opera- 
tion. Money gifts have been received from industrial 
concerns, institutions, the City of Munich, Radio 
Bavaria and from interested individuals. 


The I.Y.L. shows particular interest in children’s 
paintings and in picture books. The children’s picture- 
book is itself international. It presents the basic com- 
mon experiences of all children; a flower, mother and 
father, sister and brother, the sun, moon and stars. As 
soon as words are used walls begin to grow between 
children. It is reasonable to hope therefore that inter- 
national understanding may begin in nurseries and in 
the picture book. It is the aim of the I.Y.L. to foster 
this understanding. 


It has not yet been made clear to us exactly what we 
on our part can do to help the Library in the present 
stage of its development beyond the possible exchange 
of letters and books. Perhaps the book provision can 
be best done through interested publishers but it 1s 
nevertheless clear that librarians and teachers can play 
an important role by virtue of their intimate knowledge 
of our own children’s books. Letters between young 
readers can also be encouraged at an early age and 
librarians can certainly help in this. We are all ac- 
customed to the ‘pen friend’ idea in our Secondary 
Schools and such friendships have borne good fruit but 
such correspondence could with advantage start at a 
much earlier age through the public library. 


We recognise that at present the International Youth 
Library is a one-way street. Germany is the receiver 
of ideas from other countries. That is natural and 
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right because of all the western European countries the 
cultural doors of Germany have been the most tightly 
closed during the last two decades. But the ultimate 
achievement of the aims of the I.Y.L. depends upon 
its becoming truly international and it is to be expected 
that before very long such a book exhibition as the one 
that toured Germany must be seen also in all other 
European countries. Such an exhibition could no 
doubt be staged independently but that would indeed be 
a tragic mistake now that such an institution as the 
I.Y.L. exists. It is most desirable also that British lib- 
rarians and teachers should visit Munich to observe the 
work there and offer helpful suggestions. 


In the meantime all who are interested in the I. Y.L. 
should get together and form some organisation that 
will extend its work on British soil. 





(continued from page 53) 


occasion. We are surprised also at a certain lack of balance not entire- 
ly due to the number of available worth-while books. For instance, 
although we are very well aware of the great number of books about 
ponies and riding we doubt whether the balance of interest among 
young people calls for eight books about riding to one each about 
cricket and football and I feel that I can never forgive Miss Lines 
for excluding De Selincourt’s little masterpiece The Cricket Match. 


Nevertheless, though there are signs that more expert advice 
should have been called in to assist in the compilation (and Miss Lines 
has called in the advice of certain young enthusiasts in the matter 
of books about ponies) this list with its generally most useful annota- 
tions will be of immense value to parents and teachers. “There have 
been far too few serious attempts to compile a basic list of books for 
children. This is probably the best to date. ‘There is still room for 
improvement but when the perfect list appears there is no doubt that 
Four to Fourteen will have been used in its making. 
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The New Books 


FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 


Dutton, L. Whiskers. Illus. by B. Butler. 95 pp. 
74 X 54 boards. . : : : ; Warne 4/- 


Another ‘doggy’ book! I approached it with an all-too- 
familiar sinking feeling, but being prepared for the worst was 
given a pleasant surprise. In spite of its rather nasty coloured 
pictures, this is a good enough story about how a young dog 
was put in the charge of a staid Airedale to learn manners, and 
how he succeeded in leading his mentor astray. The recorded 
conversations, always a pitfall in animal books, do not destroy 
the feeling that these are real dogs, free from grafted human 
characteristics. ‘The story moves easily. 


M. S. Crouch 
Fietp, E. Wynken, Blynken and Nod. Illus. by 
Nancy Cannon. 63 pp. 74 X 5 boards. 
Bodley Head 3/6 


The title poem is the most familiar, but not the only one 
familiar to adult readers, some of whom will have affectionate 
memories of the Calico dog and the Gingham cat. The author 
was an American journalist who died in 1895. Now, after 
half a century, the rhymes make curious reading. ‘Technically 
they are excellent, with fluency and subtle rhythm, and they 
are written with affection and sympathy. They give me, for 
all that, that curious creeping sensation of embarrassment which 
is the product of all but the very best of verse for children. 
Lest this be thought harsh comment, I should add that I wel- 
come the book into print, particularly in this cheerful, attrac- 
tively designed and inexpensive edition. 


M. S. Crouch. 

Lear, M. Fair Play, Illus. by the author. 93 pp. 
83 X 54 boards. ; . ; : Warne 5/- 
Mr. Leaf is a convinced moralist. Sometimes he dresses 


the moral up in story form, as in the incomparable 
“Ferdinand” and “Robert Francis Weatherbee,” sometimes he 
is content to let the moral stand up for itself. He has the 
gifts of clarity and humour which make his message at once 
pointed and acceptable. His subject this time is citizenship, and 
he tackles it with the same zest and fun which made such an 
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unpromising subject as personal behaviour so irresistible in “The 
Watchbirds.” His text is a model of simple statement, with 
just the right amount of repetition, and with a happy choice of 
references from general to particular. In explaining the basis 
of good government to the very youngest children he is helped 
by his own illustrations. The simplicity of these is most 
deceptive, as anyone will find who tries to imitate their style. 
And how very charming they are. “I love this artist”. said one 
six-year-old to whom I read the book. Mr. Leaf indeed inspires 
affection and respect, both of which feelings I take to be highly 
desirable. 

This book, subtle, wise, witty and simple, deserves the 
warmest welcome from parents, teachers and librarians. The 
last will regret that the publishers have not raised both the 
price and quality of production. 

M. S. Crouch. 


FOR CHILDREN FROM TEN TO FOURTEEN 


ALLEN, A. The Story of our Parliament. Illus. by 
A. & J. Allen. 194 pp. 84 X 54. ‘ Faber 8/6 


Mrs. Allen has written a most attractive account of ~ 
Parliament, in a semi-fictional style. Margaret and John, who 
have appeared before in this author’s books, have an uncle who 
is (most tactfully) an Independent M.P., and he conducts them 
through both the history and the buildings of Parliament in a 
highly interesting, anecdotal fashion. In addition to an accurate 
and clear description of the day to day working of the constitu- 
tion, there is much curious and discursive knowledge about it to 
be found here, making this a book not only for children, but 
one with which in these days particularly, the less well-inform- 
ed parent might very profitably spend an hour or two. 

S. Revill 
CatLtinc, G. The Young Cameraman. Illus. 


128 pp. 73 X 5. ‘ , : ‘ Kaye 8/6 


An introductory manual for amateur photographers, 
neither better nor worse than two or three other volumes still 
available. It deals more clearly and exhaustively with some 
points and less with others than do the other volumes. The 
author’s rather informal manner of presentation may attract 
some youngsters who like that sort of writing. 

H.J.B.W. 
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CuHapman, D. H. King Cuckoo. Illus. by V. 
Morgan. 228 pp. 74 X 5. ; ; Pleiades 8/6 


The cuckoo has always been an interesting character, and 
we welcome his appearance in children’s literature, as we do 
his own first notes in Spring. However, here is no “fairyfied 
cuckoo,” though Mr. Chapman’s book is a fantasy. “King 
Cuckoo” has been brought up by kestrels and is made of 
sterner stuff than his fellows. He explores far afield, and 
becomes leader of a band of “cuckoos-errant,” who rescue the 
weak and oppressed, before mating with a charming lady 
cuckoo, who, one imagines, will follow the custom of all females 
of her kind since time immemorial. There are delightful 
touches of humour, and some amusing characterization in the 
various types of birds who join in the adventures, but on the 
whole I do not feel that fantasy, nature study and adventure 
mix very easily, and most readers will prefer this author's 
“Farmer Jim” books. 

M. E. Ellis. 


Cox, P. A. Sandal Ash. Illus. dbs the author. 160 pp. 
74 mh « ‘ ; Harrap 6/- 


The author of this book i is very young and her immaturity 
is obvious in her dialogue, her occasional inconsistencies and 
her tendency to overdo the manifestations of villainy. Never- 
theless her work has good points which augur well for her 
future. She has attempted one of the most difficult types of 
story, that consisting mainly of everyday life, and she has made 
it interesting by choosing an original spare-time activity for her 
characters. She handles her general plot and the misunder- 
standing exceptionally well and she takes pains with her 
background and endeavours to make the scene clear. 

Her main characters never emerge however as individual 
though she occasionally introduces features which go towards 
making a living personality as in the case of the village 
constable and his daughter, and Mrs. Robins at the shop. She 
takes liberties with coincidence, and wrests events to suit her 
pattern, but so do many more experienced writers. Her con- 
clusion, though a little exaggerated, shows a feeling for situa- 
tion which with more experience should prove a useful asset. 
Altogether this is a good first attempt. 

E.R.W. 
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Epwarps, M. The White Riders. Illus by 
G. Whittam. 254 pp. 7} X 5. . Collins 8/6 


This is a fine book: a story in which there are many 
contributory interests, each lively and substantial, all closely 
united. It is full and rich, dramatic yet intellectually satis- 
fying. There are ponies, well and lovingly cared for by their 
young owners, with plenty of the sound horse sense which pony 
club readers appreciate. Much of the action takes place in or 
round about an old farmhouse which claims a place of its own 
in the heart of the reader, “Low, ancient, steadfast and grey,” is 
part of the description of the place, “built with stones from the 
fallen castle and thatched with reeds from the Marsh,”—for 
this is, again, a story of the Marsh, Romney Marsh, and it too 
lives in the pages of the book, a place of grass, dykes, sheep and 
peace, with sea winds and strong suns and curlews crying. 


There is a thrilling plot involving rough riding and some 
shooting, a Cause which carries weight because it is so much 
part of common experience today, that is to fight the threat to 
turn the castle and the neighbourhood into a Holiday Camp 

6/- using the old farmhouse for the bar. Aspects of their war 
turity may—might—cause criticism, but this must, I think, be speed- 
; and ily disarmed by the candour and honesty with which the plot 
lever- is argued, and by the excellent good humour which keeps a sense 
r her of perspective all through. 
es of 
made 
yr her 
inder- 
| her 


The element of suspense is well sustained though never 
overplayed. The real beauty and unusual strength of the book 
however, come from its picture of a whole community, not mere- 
ly a handful of picked characters. The life of those Marshland- 
ers, farmers, shepherds, ferryman, their wives and children, 
, is drawn in warm, everyday colours. They are alive in the 
vidual downrightness of their daily speech and their habit of mind, 
wards in their salty humour, their stubborn devotion to home and 
illage land, their natural warm affection for anything young. ‘I'am- 

She zin, the Vicar’s daughter and her schoolfriend, Rissa are young, 
it her modern, capable; Tamzin with spirit and conscience—“shoulda 
r con- bin a seafarin’ family’s child” says old Jim admiringly; Rissa 
situa- blunter, unimaginative, with both feet firmly on the ground. 
asset. They attend a day school, have pleasant homes, families, duties. 
The boys in the story are ordinary, likeable, well brought up, 
vitally part of the story, not simply dragged in to catch mascu- 
line readers. 


L.R.W. 
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It is rare to find a children’s story which describes so 
pleasantly the common everyday relationship between child and 
adult and in which even the animal personalities are clear with- 
out sentimentality—and there are not only ponies, but a cow 
in calf, dogs, a kitten with seven mothers—yes, and even snails ! 

It is so good a book that it will certainly delight a very 
wide range of readers though those of ten and over will get 
more out of it than anyone younger. Even advanced ‘teens, 
if they like country stories, will enjoy it unreservedly. 

The illustrations? Well, I know how tricky pictures for 
such a book may be, yet I must confess that I felt they missed 
the quality of the work, the spirit of the characterisation, and 


so were disappointing. 
Eleanor Graham 


Fipcer, K. Guest Castle. Illus by G. Dunlop. 
167 pp. 73 X 5. ; ‘ ; Lutterworth 6/- 


This is a familiar type of story about two families of 
children who spend their holidays in Arduthie Castle which 
has been turned into a guest house by its poverty-stricken 
owner. The children discover that other guests are seeking 
for lost treasure and they try to outwit them. It is a close 
race but of course the children win and there actually is a 
treasure. The author writes well but there is nothing specially 
original about the plot, though it is well developed and credible 
enough except perhaps for the last chase when Jacob starts 
shooting, The children are ordinary and sensible but not 
strongly characterised and the adults except Miss Cathcart do 
not count for much as individuals. Readers who like this type 
of story will find it up to the general average in excitement. 

E.R.W. 


Luioyp, N. The Young Liberators. Illus. by P. 
Hoffer. 231 pp. 74 X 5. , : Muller 7/6 


This is a story of children involved in one of the highly 
dangerous coups of the Maquis in German-occupied France in 
1944. It abounds in thrills, of course, and preserves (inevitably) 
the bitter feelings of the struggle; the loathsome German 
brutality, the baseness of the traitor within the gates and, in 
violent contrast, the desperate selflessness of the patriots. 

If the sense of values seems wrong, how could it be other- 
wise, in making a thriller for children out of such grimly adult 
material ? 





a 





THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF PAGE 63 





It will prove thrilling to ordinarily inexperienced children. 
Great penetration and insight are not to be expected at their age. 
What troubles me is whether it is fair, wise or just to hand on 
these wartime labels to the generation on whom will rest the 
burden of preserving peace or facing horrifying consequences. 

My belief is that we should avoid giving such stories to 
children, leaving them to find the many considered, authentic 
accounts of the various aspects of the war, when they are old 
enough to comprehend something of the issues behind the deeds 
of valour and the perpetrations of horror. 

Eleanor Grahar 


Menta, H. The Adventures of King Vikrama. 
Illus. by Yagnesh Shukla. 151 pp. 74 X 43. Oxford 7/6 


This is a selection of the stories which have grown up 
round the life of the almost-legendary King Vikrama. They 
were originally written in Sanscrit, were translated into 
various Indian languages and are now rendered into English. 
The reader often gets the impression that much condensation 
has been done. The stories are often inconsequential, often 
obscure and often mystical. I feel that children will enjoy the 
stories if they are read aloud but that the style may put off a 
good many potential readers. The black-and-white illustrations 
convey well the Oriental fairy-tale atmosphere. 

J. B. Ferguson. 


Ross, M. J. “ey Treasure. Illus. by A. M. Peck. 
173 pp. 7% X 5 ; Routledge 7/6 


This is a slight story carrying a weight of information not 
particularly adapted to English readers. The story element and 
characterisation are not nearly strong enough for the weight they 
are asked to support, and the special interest seems remote, 
unduly commercial. It tells a little of the great enterprise of 
raising citrus fruits in California and of a trip in search of 
plants, e.g. the fine date palms which the Moors guard from all 
comers. There is little trace of the hearty style of the author’s 
earlier story, Green Tree Downs, though an incident with a 
pet monkey recalls it pleasantly. The book apparently won 
“one of the 1949 Junior Book Awards of the Boys’ Club of 
America,” but I don’t know how much that means even in 
America. The American spelling has been retained. 

Eleanor Graham. 
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Scott, J. M. The Bright Eyes of Danger. 254 pp. 
74 X 54. ; ; ‘ Hodder & Stoughton 7/6 


A somewhat Ruritanian setting but with modern dictator- 
ship in place of romance gives this story an unreal atmosphere. 
Three youngsters have dangerous, sometimes incredible adven- 
tures on and off the Adriatic coast. The story is rescued from 
mediocrity by the author’s undoubted flair for characterisation. 
For readers from 10 to 14. 

H.J.B.W. 


Wituiamson, H. Scribbling Lark. 158 pp. 8 X 54. 
Faber 7/6 


Mr. Williamson does not repeat his effects, but this new 
book is unusual, even for one of his originality; straying far 
away from mere fiction into the land of pure fantasy. 

Zig and Zag are two monkeys escaped from the Zoo, with 
capacities which their human captors scarcely guess at, and along 
with Prince, an old horse rescued from the slaughterhouse, they 
take refuge with Tommy Topp, an ex-jockey. How Tommy 
Topp trains Prince, disguised under layers of charcoal, and 
ridden by Zig and Zag as a kind of composite jockey, to win 
an astonished Derby from which all the other horses have been 
decoyed by Tommy Topp’s reformed and vegetarian fox, is the 
theme of the story, told in Mr. Williamson’s felicitous prose, 
and with the utmost seriousness. 

It is a book to delight the imaginative child, who can still 
happily accept the incredible. 

S. Revill 


FOR THE INTERMEDIATE LIBRARY 


D’AcapeyverF, A. & Haprietp, E. C. R. Maps. 
199 pp. 74 X 44. ’ , , O.U.P. 6/- 


There is almost too much crammed into this new revised 
edition of the “Compass” book on maps. It is intended for the 
young enquirer and sets out, quite admirably, to explain the 
mysteries of map projection, triangulation and the like. The 
section dealing with the history of map-making is well done with 
clear, nicely-chosen illustrations. The authors are self-confessed 
enthusiasts and the book will have an undoubted appeal to 
those who are mentally equipped to wade “still farther and 
farther into the sweet study of cosmographie.” 

J. B. Ferguson. 
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BLUNDELL, A. Cloaked malice. Illus. by T. H. 
Robinson. 278 pp. 73 X 5. Hollis & Carter 6/- 


This a story of a young man innocently used as a Jacobite 
messenger by an uncle who is only anxious to get rid of him. 
He falls into the hands of dealers in smuggled goods who are 
in league with an unscrupulous but powerful aristocrat. He 
is rescued by a young Quakeress and though the story is rather 
confused and a little overdrawn in parts, there is plenty of 
excitement before Michael finally succeeds in outwitting his 
enemies and marrying his fair Quakeress. As a picture of the 
evil undercurrents prevailing in the apparently peaceful reign 
of Queen Anne, of some facets of social life, also of the in- 
new tolerance towards religious minorities felt by the masses and 
, far the surprising hatred of these minorities for each other, it may 
be recommended for young people of 14 and upwards who like 
with historical romance. 
along E.R.W. 


they Excarp, J. Snow Dog. Illus. by E. Tansley. 174 pp. 


mmy i 
| 8 X 5}. Lehmann 7/6 


, win This is a well-written story of a trapper and his dogs in 
been the harsh winters of the far north. Its central figure, Chiri, is 
3 the a Husky, scarcely able to fend for himself when the death of 
srose his mother forces him to do so. The hard winning of his 
, knowledge and experience in his wild country, his first contacts 
: still with and final taming by the trapper, Link, and the struggles 
of both against a starvation winter, make up a tale which its 
Revill publisher compares not unfairly with E. T. Seton’s fine book 
“Monarch.” This is an excellent story, effectively illustrated, 

and a worth-while addition to the nature library. 
S. Reyill 

6/- ' 
Hucarp, J. & Braue, F. The Royal Road to Card 

Magic. Illus. 302 pp. 8 X 5}. , Faber 12/6 


Hey Presto! and our authors have pulled the whole 
menagerie out of the hat! What in the world will the Magic- 
ians’ Circle have to say of this ? Here are all the tricks of the 
trade by easy stages, tabulated and arranged; the quickness 
that deceives the eye geared down to slow motion. It becomes 
almost embarrassing to your reviewer, who has regularly sat 
open-mouthed as near the front row as he could get, to find that 
after these many years he has been gulled by a simple injog 
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(lovely term!) and swindled by a casual backslip control follow- 
ed by a lift shuffle force. It makes it look all too easy. In fact 
with this beok and its neat and revealing illustrations, we can 
all do it. However, when the paralysis has worn out of our 
fingers, and we have collected the cards from under the furni- 
ture, we shall no doubt all be happy to sit in the front row 
again. The fact that we think we know where the catch is 
won’t matter a jog—or an injog! 
Truly a fascinating book. 
S. Revill 


Petterson, N. H. The Elements of Lawn Tennis. 
64 pp. 8 X 54. F , ‘ ; Faber 4/6 


Addressed to young readers of school age it is possible that 
this book, though written by an authority, may be less useful 
to its audience than the author hopes. To me the complete 
lack of illustrations, particularly of grip and position is a great 
drawback and the author’s admonition to his readers to read 
each chapter carefully and thoroughly will certainly be found 
to be necessary. The various strokes, positional play, tourna- 
ments etc. are described in detail but I cannot feel that this is 


by any means useful to the beginner. 


H.J.B.W. 


Tittett, N. R.. Town Hall and Shire Hail. Ulus. 
151 pp. 8 X 54. > , Harrap 8/6 


An outline of — eT in England and Wales 
giving details of the kinds of local council from City to Village, 
their departmental officials and their work, their powers and 
limitations. Useful for readers from 14 to 17. 

H.J.B.W. 
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PASSED TO YOU 


(Some Books passed from the Adult to the Intermediate 
Library) 


GoupcE, E. Gentian Hill. . . : Hodder 12/6 


History, legend and the country life of Devon in the time 
of the Napoleonic Wars form the ground fabric of this story. 
The chief figures on a rich canvas are Stella, child of French 
aristocrats, who is brought up by a Devonshire farmer and his 
wife who rescue her when her mother is drowned in a ship- 
wreck, and Anthony or Zachary, gently brought up but later 
forced, penniless and alone, to make his own way in harsh 
circumstances. But though these two are the hero and heroine 
of the story, the adult figures who surround them are integral 
parts of the tale and.as faithfully and completely drawn as the 
boy and girl. 

Miss Goudge is mistress of a fine, full, purposeful prose 
style and some of her descriptive writing is pure delight. She 
has also a keen yet catholic awareness of personality whether 
in peasant, man of action, scholar or priest and she is painstaking 
and conscientious in her portrayal of the difficult, painful 
development of the young. 

But above all I should like to recommend this book for 
young adolescents because it makes a real and _ successful 
attempt to show religion and the Bible as a basis for life. This 
is a task which many authors shy away from or else their efforts 
are so obvious as to make embarrassing reading. Miss Goudge 
writes from a courageous heart and with a sincerity which 
carries conviction whether her subject is the 16th Century 
legend of the chapel, the aristocratic priest trying to “cast out 
his own devil,” Dr. Crane with his robust and practical 
Christianity, Farmer Sprigg reading to his family from the 
Bible, old Sol taking farewell of life or Stella herself growing 
thoughtfully from child to woman. 

A first class book for the developing mind. 


Matet, O. The Green Leaves of Summer. Faber 10/6 


In her latest story Miss Malet adopts a parallel method of 
allowing her characters to hold the stage in sequence, then to 
reappear several times with other connections, until gradually 
the whole caste is collected and the individuals related to one 
another. It is a plan which to me is usually irritating and 





PAGE 68 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHFLF 











confusing—too many people cross the field of vision and too 
quickly for recognition and remembrance. 

But Miss Malet’s style is so charming, so delicately 
humorous and allusive; her perception is so acute yet never 
obtrudes its findings, that the reader is compelled to continue, 
_— an occasional backward glance, and is well rewarded 

her perseverance. For the apparent parallels slowly but 
oo converge and the individual stories coalesce and overlap 
to make a fascinating and many coloured whole. 

The characters are of different ages and types and the 
Academy of Dramatic Art forms a focus for some of them. 
There is laughter, gaiety, sorrow, struggle and acquiescence 
in the story, but no despair and little that is mean and sordid. 
There is a gentle emphasis on ordinary virtues, a bias towards 
individual effort and purposefulness and the child-adult diff- 
culties and divergencies are well illuminated and partially 
resolved. This is a book for the older adolescent. 
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